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BeD Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, Downtown 
Library, GLCCE, Greenwoods Books, Hub Cigar, 
Princess Theatre, The Roost, Secrets Bar & Grill, 
Strathcona Library, Second Cup (10303 Jasper Ave 
and 10402 82 Ave), Timothie Hill, Urban Grind 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 


members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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January - Women in Uniform 
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March - Dyke Sports and Fitness 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 


E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
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www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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editorial 


comtort and joy. 


glove any holiday, but this time of 

year is especially my favorite. And I 
PY know it’s not supposed to be about 
the shopping, the presents, or the Roast 
Beast, but, it all works for me and I’m 
willingly sucked right in each year! I’ve 
already had enough Egg Nog Lattees to 
induce the friskiest of reindeer into a 
coma—or at least a long winter’s nap. 
(And on the topic of reindeer, does any- 
one else think that Olive, The Other 
Reindeer, was a dyke?) 

My holiday checklist is pretty much 
complete. I’ve trimmed up my tree with 
bingle balls, foo foo fluff and goo goo 
gums. (That’s actually an interesting Thai 
food dish for those of you who have 
never eaten green eggs and ham...) In 
keeping with my yearly tradition, | have 
seen The Sound Of Music for the, now, 
18th time! (This year was extra special, 
as it was The Sound of Music Sing-A- 
Long at the Garneau—it’s like Rocky 
Horror—you get to boo and hiss, and 
perform other actions not recommended 
for daily behaviour or at the work 
place...no matter how much you want 
to do it!) After seeing Julie Andrews in 
12-foot form, I didn’t think anything 
could top this season for me, yet 
another dream was realized—singing in 
the Who-ville Choir at work! The rest 
of my routine will fall easily into place 
once I drive home to Manitoba—and 
nothing, not even Saskatchewan’s most 
blustery blizzard, could keep me away! 
Christmas Eve is a process of steady over- 
eating (meat-less Ukrainian delicacies), 
the entire family works on a puzzle 
(which I’ve been banned for life from 
picking out after I introduced the family 
to a 3-D puzzle one year), there is at least 
one Playstation fired up, Christmas 
crackers are cracked, letters to Santa 
are written (they’ve been getting pretty 
1002 
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Their first Christmas (1990), back when I was 
blonder, thought fake glasses would make me look 
smarter, and when I was blonder... 


rude the older we get), and I drift off to 
sleep with two warm, purring, Siamese 
pillows I’ve missed desperately. 

In the morning (which used to be 4 AM 
for one over-excited, present-crazed 
little girl), the coffee is brewing, the stock- 
ings and presents are opened, cats are 
flying through piles of wrap, chocolate 
is eaten, Mimosas are flowing, and all 
the men make the big breakfast, which 
is always the best Eggs Benny I’ve ever 
had. Recently added to the festivities list 
will be general spoiling and fussing over 
the cutest blueberry-eyed nephy in the 
world. Sleeping and eating take up the 
rest of the day, followed by more sleeping 
and eating, comfort and joy, comfort 
and joy, and then it’s Boxing Day. The 
family always goes out to a movie. (I’ve 
also been banned from ever picking the 
family movie again, after choosing a 
Jim Carrey movie, two years 1n a row.) 

Although all of the typical Christmas 
traps are a big part of my holiday, it 
never overshadows my family time, 
which is what it’s all about for me. No 
matter how differently this season is 
celebrated, the one common bond is 
love. Enjoy a safe and happy holiday, 
and see you in the new year!¥ 


FROM LESBIAN LOVE 
NEST TO THE BIG HOUSE 


the death-row dyke in the indie film Monster. Wuornos. 
who claimed to have been sexually abused as a child, 
was turning tricks by age 14 to earn drug money. In 
1989 she robbed and murdered six men, earning the 
nickname “The Damsel of Death”. At first Wuornos 
claimed she was raped by all the men and had killed 


(gay.com) 
Florida recently executed lesbian convict Aileen 
Wuornos, but the serial killer’s story will take on new 
life as a feature film. Charlize Theron is set to portray 


only in self-defense, but later admitted she killed for money, partially to pay the rent 
on her lesbian love nest. At Wuornos’ trial, her gal pal turned on her to become the 
state’s star witness. Monster will be filmed on location in Florida. 


WASH THAT MAG RIGHT 
OUTTA HER HAIR! 


(gay.com) 


Months after leaving her 


successful daytime talk show, 
Rosie O'Donnell is ending her 


foray into the world of magazine publishing. 
December is Rosie’s last issue. “I cannot have 
my name on a magazine if I cannot be assured 
that it will represent my vision and ideas,” 
said O’Donnell. Disagreements with her pub- 
lishers came to light this past summer. She said 
she wanted the magazine to cover edgier issues 
she is interested in, such as handgun control 
and disability rights, but said the publishers 
were taking too much editorial control away 
from her. Rosie’s haircut also brought down 
heaps of scorn on her head. Rosie explained, 
“You know, I knew I was about to go back 
into the hospital to have my hand operated 
on again. That is very inconvenient. It renders 
me incapable of doing a lot of things. I am 


also the mother of four kids. Iam terribly busy. 
Iam involved in this thing with my magazine. 
I don’t have a hairdresser and makeup artist 
every day as I did when I had my TV show. So 
I just said, ‘Cut it off for now. I’ll never be able 


to take care of it for the next few months!” 


MOORE RUNNING 


Julianne Moore has signed on to star 
in the film adaptation of gay author 
Augusten Burroughs’ witty and 
shocking memoir Running with 
Scissors. Moore plays Burroughs’ 
mother, a bipolar poet who comes 
out as a lesbian, separates from her 
husband, and sends her young son 
to live with her shrink——who, among 
other things, condones sex between 
his 33-year-old son and the 13- 
year-old Burroughs. In an interview 
with Variety, Burroughs said that 
since Moore is his favorite actress, 
“I am thrilled to trade my own 
mother in for her.” 
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what's up in december! 


that we know about! 


thursday, december 5, 7-10 pm thursday, december 19, 7-10 pm 
GLCCE’s Women’s Drop-In. BDSM GLCCE’s Christmas Potluck Party. 
Dungeon Night. BYO whips. 


saturday, december 27 and 28 
thursday, december 7 The Imperial Court presents 
The Annual Mz. Mary Christmas Grease at Boots. 


Pageant at Boots. 


tuesday, december 31, 9 pm 
thursday, december 12, 7:30-10 pm = Womonspace Mixed New Year's Eve 
GLCCE’s Grrls Games. All grrls all the — Dance (see back cover for more info) 
time! pistes gauss, grrls, great Sa COMING SOON: 

and plenty o’ wild fun. Steph says, “Be 
there!” or she'll be very grumpy-grrr! thursday, january 2, 7:30-10 pm 
GLCCE’s Grrls Games. Celebrate the 


thursday, december 19, 7 pm 
An EVM Community Christmas 
Concert. Unitarian Church of 


new year with a fun-filled eve of 


games, girls, holiday left-overs, and 


NO family (unless you wanna bring 


Edmonton. Free admission, everyone 


your super cool newly out little 


welcome. Special guests Corealis and 
CHICKadivas. Stay for festive 
goodies reception. 


cousin). Come de-stress from holiday 


bliss with your favorite dyke friends 


and Hostess De-stressus, Stephanie! 


: ac membership form: 
: (Confidentiality Assured) . 


— 


4 Name(s) : 
ad Address 

ei City Postal Code 

z Phone E-mail 

© Temonth membership fee: 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 


$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


WS RE RV Ve 


(heque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TS] 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


L} New Member LJ Renewal LJ Associate 


QO I would like to be a volunteer 


RR WS ET SE AS 


Q Please mail my newsletter to my home 


Total Enclosed: 


SEN 


¢ QO Iwill pick up the newsletter at dances and events ¢ 

@ @ I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 

, 4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 

Ge tte WU HED LEU. YUU. HU UU YR I le UU, Yt tll, I hl UL YU tt UL lth OD hth Shy ht hth th 
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Community news 


Everything You 
Wanted to Know 
About Bill 30 But 

Were Afraid To Ask 


by Julie C. Lloyd 


at looks as though gay and lesbian 
f Albertans are about to see their 
VY world change in a pretty big way. 
Bill 30, the Adult Interdependent Partner 
Act, is expected to become law this 
legislative session. The Bill creates a new 
status—that of Adult Interdependent 
Partner—and also inserts that status in a 
number of pieces of legislation. The pre- 
sent version of the Bill would change over 
50 statutes to include same sex partners. 
First, let’s look at what an Adult 
Interdependent Partner is according to 
the law. I will refer to the status as an 
AIP, because it is shorter and heck, it 
sounds so romantic. According to this Bill, 
you have or are an AIP, if: a) you have 
lived with another in a “relationship of 
interdependence”; b) for a continuous 
period of not less than 3 years; or c) of 
some permanence, if there is a child of 
the relationship by birth or adoption. 
You may be in a “relationship of inter- 
dependence” if some or all of the listed 
criteria are met. There are eleven criteria, 
including, whether your relationship is 


conjugal, whether it is exclusive, whether 


Julie (right) and her AIP, Tina, 
at Lake Magog, PO 


you share household and living arrange- 
ments, acquire property together, live in 
a financially dependent or interdepen- 
dent manner, or share the care of 
children. The Bill also provides that you 
can become an AIP by entering into an 
agreement that says so. The status would 
apparently become effective imme- 
diately. The form of the agreement is to 
be included as a schedule to Act when 
it is passed. Importantly, it appears that 
you must be living together with your 
partner to to be an AIP. 
Couples who do not live together, it 
seems, cannot be each other’s AIPs. 
Further, you enter an AIP 
agreement if you are married and you 
cannot be in more than one AIP. The 
AIP status ends if the parties agree in 


have or 


Cannot 


writing, or if the parties have lived 
apart for a year and at least one party 
does not intend to resume cohabitation. 
The status will also end if either party 
marries, and in some circumstances 
when one party enters into a new AIP. 

The status of an AIP may be incor- 


porated into many of Alberta’s statutes. 
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I do not have enough womonspace here 
to outline all of the consequences. I will 
just hit a few highlights. Spousal and 
probably child support will be able to 
be sought from former AIPs should a 
relationship end. Further, should an AIP 
die without a will, or without having 
made proper provision for their part- 
ner, that partner can apply for a share 
of the estate. It looks as though same 
sex couples will be able to sign up for 
“family coverage” under Alberta Health 
Care regulations. AIPs can make a claim 
against a wrongdoer if their partner is 
killed in an accident and can employ 
the provisions of the Protection Against 
Family Violence Act in spousal abuse 
situations. 

Some of the omissions are also 
important. Matrimonial Property legis- 
lation is not included and so there will 
continue to be no laws governing the 
division of property when our relation- 
ships break down. It continues to be 
important that we think about pre- 
paring agreements that identify our 
expectations regarding property and 
other matters should a relationship break 
down. The provincial income tax legis- 
lation does not seem to be on the list of 
statutes to be changed and so our 
relationships, it appears, will not be 
recognized for that purpose (though 
remember that we are included in the 
federal income tax scheme). 


Finally, please note that should any 
of you sign an agreement under the legis- 
lation, be aware that your will becomes 
automatically revoked. You will need to 
execute a new one. Marriage has always 
invalidated a will. Now AIP agreements 
also invalidate a will. BE CAREFUL! 

I would suggest that you keep an 
eye on this Bill as it makes its way 
through the legislature. | will keep you 
updated should anything particularly 
wonky arise—and this being Alberta, 
you just never know.¥ 
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va Vea TRAVEL 


Eaton Centre 


429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne @algonquintravel. com 


MuS1G © 
SER¥1SES 


MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
GO00D SELECTION 
REASONABLE RATE 


dj_ann@shaw.ca — ph.780.488.5q90 cell. 780.409.0349 


COMmMUNity news 


interview with 
Jackie Dumas, 

Owner, 
Orlando Books 


by Shawna L. Mochnacz 


ackie Dumas 

has lived in 

Edmonton 
off and on throughout her life, making 
it her permanent home since 1986. She 
opened Orlando Books in May 1994, 
where it not only became a prominent 
lesbian hangout, but also a place where 
other diverse groups could come and 
mingle with the community, reflecting 
Jackie’s own interests in social activism. 
As a writer herself, Jackie supported new 
writers of all backgrounds, and this 
remains an important defining feature 
of Orlando Books, which closed its doors 
October 26th. Orlando was my own first 
trip into the Edmonton gay community, 
where I picked up my very first copy of 
womonspace. | personally attended many 
well-supported book readings, musical 
performances, and even hosted a movie 
night in the Bloomsbury Room. Jackie 
has always been very supportive and 
active within the LGBT community— 
serving as a Pride Marshall for the Pride 
Parade, holding Pride literary events each 
year, serving as a GLCCE Board member, 
serving as a member of the Edmonton 
Rainbow Business Association, and even 
singing with the Edmonton Vocal 
Minority. She has a number of Pride 
Awards acknowledging her service to 
the community, including, The Larry 
Sands Award (2002), The Maureen Irwin 
Award (2001), and two Pride ¢ ertificates 
for Orlando Books (1995 and 2002) 
She was also presented with the 
YWCA Woman of Vision in the Arts 
Award, for promoting the arts, in 
general, in Edmonton. 


WSs: What did you do before Orlando 
Books? 

jd: P've had almost 40 years in the book 
business under one guise or the other. 
I’ve been on the board and executive of a 
small press, and I’ve written and had 
three books published—a children’s book 
and two novels. My first bookstore job 
was at the U of A Bookstore from 1963 to 
1966. I worked at an antiquarian book- 
store in Montreal, where I also taught 
junior high and I’ve worked for a couple 
of different bookstore chains, including 
as supervisor for Classic Books in 
Edmonton and Calgary, and I co-founded 
and co-owned and managed Aspen Books 
in Edmonton from 1977 to 1985. I’ve 
done a certain amount of traveling, 
including hitchhiking for a year (1971) 
in Latin America—down as far as 
Argentina—and I lived one year in France 
(Paris) and one year in Spain (Granada). 


WS: Why did Orlando close? 

jd: Many factors were involved. Most 
people assume that the closure was due 
to the competition of the big box 
stores. This theory is partly correct, but 
the truth is more complex. (After all, 
people don’t have to buy their books at 
the big boxes.) Many people order their 
books directly off the internet now, 
which means they’re not buying those 
books through any bookstore. But even 
those who were buying books from me 
were not always coming into the book- 
store to check out our shelves to see 
what we had, and choose from our 
informed selection. Quite a few of my 
customers were in the habit of coming 
across a book on the internet, and e- 
mailing me to order it. It didn’t matter 
if I had two or three better ones on the 
shelf—they wouldn’t bother to check 
those out. Another factor is that business 
on Whyte Avenue has slowed down enor- 
mously in the last year and a half. I was 
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already struggling, and summer and fall 
were such a disaster, | couldn’t recover. 
I could talk about how the changes in 
the book business have had an impact 
on independents, but that would be a 
book length discussion. There’s also a 
mind set now wherein people wait for a 
sale before they buy. So many people 
seem to wait for things to go on sale. 
That doesn’t work with the kind of 
books I was selling, which are mostly 
short print runs with small margins. 


ws: What did you like about running 
Orlando? 

Jd: Definitely the people, and the feeling of 
being in touch with the community— 
the feeling of being of service. I also 
loved when the new titles came in, and 
being able to put the right book into 
the hands of the only person who might 
be wanting it. But the most rewarding 
part was developing a space that was 
lesbian at its core, and was inclusive of 
other elements of society. It wasn’t us 
being included in straight space, for 
example, or in progressive political space, 
but us including them in our space. 


ws: What were the challenges? 

jd: Apart from the challenges cited above, 
the main ones were from being publicly 
identified as lesbian. I can understand why 
so many gay owners of businesses remain 
in the closet. Once the community at large 
knew I was lesbian—and I’ve never shrunk 
back from the label, nor would I—the 
bookstore itself became a tinged place 
for some people. We sustained one of 
the healthiest and supportive venues for 
writers in the country, and were usually 
the first place out-of-town and local 
writers would want for a reading, yet 
our events were rarely covered by the 
mainstream media. We would launch an 
author’s book, the book would win a 
prize, and one of the mainstream book- 
stores would be called for their comments. 
On more than one occasion I managed to 
reach the books editor of a major local 


womonspace december 2002 


paper to talk to him about one of the 
authors we were promoting, and each 
time, his comment to me was, “Oh, | 
didn’t know you carried those kind of 
books.” despite the fact that he received 
weekly notification of our literary events. 
So, homophobic people wouldn’t come 
to our store, even liberal ones. Ironically, 
neither did some gay people. Some closeted 
people I would meet at queer events out- 
side the bookstore would confide to me 
that they did not come to my store because 
they were afraid of being seen there. 
Another challenge was that we were seen 
by many in the community as a resource, 
which we were, but not enough of those 
people understood that for the store to 
continue supporting them and their activi- 
ties, they needed to come in and buy books 
from us once in a while. I think many 
people liked the idea of having the book- 
store, but didn’t realize that its survival 
depended on their participation. 


Ws: What are your future plans? 

jd: My immediate concern is to pay off 
as much of the huge personal debt I’ve 
incurred from the bookstore. And I’m 
trying to finish a novel I started many years 
ago, and have begun work on a second 
one. Also, Audreys Books has hired me to 
set up and run an Orlando Corner in their 
bookstore. It should be up and running by 
mid-December. After the holidays, I'll be 
expanding the feminism, post-colonial 
studies, and globalization sections at 
Audreys. I will also develop their 
literary readings series—something that 
was very important to me at Orlando. 


ws: What about your free time and 
personal life? 

jd: What free time?! (laughing) I’m single, 
and have a married daughter in Calgary. 
I like the feeling of being able to get up 
and go whenever I want, so I have no 
pets. I’ve starting to get back into 
shape—running and working out. Next 
time I do find some free time, I’m just 
going to sit and stare into space...¥ 


tN aa ee er esses bh ielayie sil S 


nov22 > dec21 


You may find it difficult to feel sympathetic towards those who really 
haven't pulled their weight. Think carefully before you start to 
criticize others. Then do it anyway. Be sure not to leave anyone out. 


ySnatch 

Cand | COTY) the pressures of life are bearing down on you. Organize an indoor 
sporting event with friends to take your mind off the real world. Jello wrestling, 
Twister, Group Sex, whatever. you know your limits. AQUALLUS take a look at 
your wardrobe. Then torch it and start all over. Didn’t you get the memo about blazers 
and white jeans? Or were you too busy doling out toaster ovens around that time? 
Dis C@S§ If you get involved in behind the scenes activities, you will discover 
that there is more to learn than you first thought. Pick up books that will prepare 
you adequately and talk to those who already have lots of experience in smuggling 
contraband. @ J ie S Let go of the past and move on. Someone new has been watc hing 
you from a distance. Open your eyes, embrace the opportunity, and soon you'll realize 
she’s probably just as dysfunctional and psychotic as your last girlfriend So, why not? 
Healthy relationships are highly overrated anyway. taur us You, my dear, are in 
for a ride this month. If you hadn’t kicked and incapacitated that dog down the alley 
on your hurried way to score some E, you would have realized that he was rushing to 
the aid of a helpless baby in a car inferno. Was the cloud of blue smoke billowing out 
of the back window not enough of a clue? Payback’s a bitch, and The Fates are gunning 
for YOU! eemini Somewhere between now and the end of December you are going to 
win the lottery. No, really. I mean it. CAY}C @ T° December will prove to be a ghastly 
month for you, which is especially sad considering that The Fates already have their 
hands full with Taurus. What did you do to deserve this? Huh? Dr. Dyke can help! (See 
page 25.) le © your boss is about to find out about the mickey of gin you keep in the 
bottom drawer of your desk. But I’m sure this has nothing to do with the closet dyke 
at the office, who has secretly been Planning your demise ever since she found out you 
were queer. Watch your back! Or better yet, watch hers! virgo All this month, when 
you are stopped at a red light for more than three seconds, and the light changes to 
green, don’t proceed! It’s a hoax. This global plot has been devised by the ActOut 
Division of Colourblind Citizens to invoke an all out panic on a city wide scale, and 
bring to light their demands of a colourless world. Heed not the blaring horns you 
hear behind you...they are merely ignorant pawns in this power struggle. ey DI a 
Little did your mother know that you paid no heed to any of her advice, nor do you 
to this day! Look at what you've done now you silly girl! Do you enjoy breaking your 
mother’s heart?? Smarten up you flake! SCOLD10 vou witt make quantum leaps in 
terms of personal growth this month In fact, ‘you'll even discover that the growth 
on your lower back is a direct result of the new massage Oil your partner tried out 
on you last week. She'll think twice before ordering from JustTestingUntested 
Products.com ever again. Look for a remedy at AreyouReallyThatStupid. com 
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Community news 


Who Me? 


by Valda Roberts 

here would Womonspace be 

without volunteers? (Hmmm... 
J something to think about!) All 
the women involved with Womonspace 
over the last 20 plus years of its existence 
have been volunteers. These energies have 
been vital to the organization’s growth 
and prosperity. What would fill the void 
that would be created, if you could not 
connect with other lesbians at the dances or 
golf tournament? Through Womonspace, 
we as a community can gather, embrace, 
rejoice, dance, celebrate, and meet. But 
why volunteer? Perhaps for the oppor- 
tunity to meet other lesbians, feel a sense 


of community, hone your interpersonal 


volunteer corner 


skills or just play a part in great monthly 
events. What’s the payoff? Well, for a 
short period of work, you get into the 
dance for free, gain all of the above, and 
have the gratitude of your sisters. It is 
through the efforts of many that we thrive 
and grow. So why NOT you?? (Are ya 
thinkin’ yet?) Well gals, now that I’ve 
enticed (or bored) yall, let me introduce 
myself: I’m Valda Roberts, your new vol- 
unteer coordinator. I’d love to meet you 
soon and find out what sparks you toward 
sharing your valuable time and energies. 
Reach me via the Womonspace line at 
482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com, 
and we’ll chat soon!¥ 


2s 


Bb: 


meet the many volunteers of womonspace 


Cindy Yelle 


The Womonspace Watering Womon 
indy has been the Womonspace 
bartender at the monthly 
dances for over two years. She 

got “roped into it” when a nurse 

(Roz) she was working with at her 

day job with the provincial govern- 

ment told her Womonspace needed 

a bartender. For fun, Cindy enjoys 

sound engineering (mixing live bands 

and performance sound), reading 

(Kellerman, Koontz), and listening 

to the music of the ’70s. When 

asked what she enjoys the most 
about the dances, Cindy replied, 

“All the wonderful ladies—I’ve 

never had a bad night! I’d like to 

wish everyone lots of love and a 

happy and safe holiday!” ¥ 
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the holidays 


Sally ( ooper, 
President, 1 
the morning, 
still in shock of 

the frisking photo 


in the last issue. 


6 ] 


or the first several years of my life, 
I got to celebrate Christmas twice— 
once with my grandparents in 
Calgary, and once with my grandparents 
in Saskatoon. Most years, we drove to 
Saskatoon, but I remember one time we 
took a plane. I had flown with my mom 
previously, but this was Dad’s first flight 
on anything bigger than a Cessna. I wasn’t 
old enough to grasp the concept of Dad’s 
old hobby of skydiving, so as the plane 
taxied toward the runway, I piped up in 
my piercing kid voice, perfectly audible 
through the whole cabin, “If you get 
scared, Daddy, just hold my hand.” 
'hose who know me won’t be sur- 
prised to hear I was a huge fan of Santa. 
I was a firm believer—to the point of 


friendly 


neighbourhood 


Two Holiday Memories 


your 


Womonspace 


board 


by Sally ( ooper 


listening avidly to the NORAD Santa 
Tracking Report on the radio. I remem- 
ber being terribly upset on Christmas 
Eve, because I woke up to hear my parents 
walking down the hall toward the living 
room, pretty close to midnight. I spent 
the whole night worrying that they’d 
interrupted Santa’s arrival. Gradually, 
doubts began to form as I heard rumors 
of Santa’s nonexistence from older kids 
at school. To test that theory, I resorted 
to espionage. I wrote my letter to Santa 
in SECRET and carefully sealed the 
envelope—before handing it to Mom to 
mail...Santa still got it right. What 
more proof do you need? This year, I’ve 
asked him for a safe and happy season 
for you all. Happy Holidays! 
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1 Came Out and They Didn’t Know It 


by Carol Cattell 


he Christmas when I was five was 


originally the first time I “came out”. | 
W had gone to see Santa at the Eaton’s 
store, and sitting on the old fellow’s lap, I 
had begged for the gun and holster set from 
the catalogue. Santa had suggested that | 
might like a little dolly too, but I told him 
I had plenty of those. Looking back, it must 
have gone against my mother’s ideal of 
what to get her little girl. We were already 
battling for my choice of clothing. Dresses 
verses pants. Hello! That was no choice! 
That Christmas morning when I unwrapped 
that package, not only was there a gun and 
holster, but there was also a cowboy hat. 
In my haste to go show my little buddy 
Robbie, I’m sure I didn’t notice my mother 
smiling as I ran out the door.¥ 


Jue Co. LLOYD 


Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Place 

10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 
(780) 442-4417 
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Christmas with Dante 


by Rae Johnson 


Rae Johnson (back row, right), Treasurer, 
with nephew Dante, and The Broom! 


# got to spend my first Christmas with 
my new nephew (Dante) last year. 
I wasn’t able to be with him for his 
first Christmas, so it was great fun to be 
with him. I guess when you are one year 
old, you don’t know what all the hype is 
about, but when you are almost two, you 
get it. My brother is a huge Oilers fan, so 
I got a woman in the community to make 
my nephew an Oiler’s fleece blanket. 
When my brother got down with Dante 
to open the box, Dante wasn’t too inter- 
ested. He had gotten a BROOM earlier in 
the day, and let’s face it, that will double 
for a heck of a hockey stick. After about 
five minutes of trying to convince him to 
open his present, my brother opened it for 
him. Dante was over on the other side of 
the room playing hockey with me, and 
really did not care what else was going on 
when my brother finally got his attention. 
My brother pulled out the little Oiler 
teddy bear and Dante took notice, but 
didn’t really think that it was that exciting. 
My brother then took the box and turned 
it around so Dante could see the blanket. 
It was amazing to see the look on Dante’s 
face, because for all the times my brother 
had told me that Dante knew about hockey 
and the Oilers, I thought he was pulling 
my leg. My little Dante’s face lit up, he 
said “Ockey!” and ran to jump in my 
brother’s lap where the blanket was. The 
rest of the day was spent curled up in his 
new blankie, clutching his new broom, 
and yelling “Ockey!” every time he 
looked at the logo. I thought that the pre- 
sent was really for my brother, but now 
Dante has to have either his broom or his 
blanket before he goes to bed—or else! 
When my nephew is 20 and towers over 
me, (he is closing in on three feet tall now) 
I will always remember that first 
Christmas with him, and the little guy 
who made me laugh. 
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My First Letter to Santa 


by Shawna L. Mochnacz 


te ~ 


Baby Shawna, Newsletter Editor, as Santa— 


her first attempt at drag, age 4 months. 
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Shawna's letter to Santa, age 4. 
Translation: Santa, This is your food. We’re not having 


one peek. Thanks. Amy, Shawna, Trent. XX kisses 
Womonspace 
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A Sister and A Turkey 


by Cindy Bruneau 


gu the fall of 1998, my younger sister 
f Courtney moved to the big city. It was 
also the first year that our parents 
decided to jump on the Snow Bird band 
wagon and leave the country for the 
winter. Being the older sister, I spent 
many sleepless nights worried about her. 
Is she working? Is she eating? Of course 
she had a job, and a roof over her head, 
but I still automatically jumped into 
the Older-Sibling-And-Your-Guardian- 
Whether-You-Like-It-Or-Not role. 
Christmas was coming, and for the 
first time I found myself not going 
home for the holidays. I was scheduled 
to work a night shift on Dee 24th, and 
my sister wasn’t going home either. It 
was my job, MY DUTY, to make this 
Christmas a special one for my sister. I 


quickly got into holiday mode. 

There were many things to do: a) 
convince my Baba that it’s ok to ship 
perogies, cabbage roles and kubasa to 
me via Greyhound; b) wrestle down my 
roommate and have her teach me how 
to use that big white steel box in the 
kitchen that warms up every now and 
then: c) try to fit an 8-foot real Christmas 
[ree in my Sunbird, and beg for festive 
decorations from co-workers; and d) 
spend around $50 (one or two bucks a 
gift) at the dollar store on gifts for her! 
The more the better! 

[ was able to accomplish everything 
ina timely manner. My biggest obstacle 
was making sure I had picture perfect 
My roommate was able to 
put all the cooking instructions in a 
three page “How-To List”, complete 
with emergency phone numbers to her 
parents and the fire department. She 
made sure I had all the ingredients 
needed for everything from the spinach 
dip to the mashed potatoes. 


festive food. 


Cindy Bruneau (left), Public Relations Coordinator, 
with niece Ckyera and sister Courtney 
When I went out to select and pur- 
chase the turkey, I was so nervous. How 
big? Which brand name? How much 
money? And not to mention that I was 
battling with last minute shoppers. As I 
was standing in a line-up to reach the 
turkeys at Safeway, | happen to notice a 
large display of turkeys that no one was 
touching. I left my place in line to check 
them out, and found that they looked 
no different than the others, so I picked 
out the biggest I could find and headed 
for the check out. 
I spent Christmas day cooking and 
preparing a special meal for my sister. I 
lit pumpkin spice candles, played Bony M 
Christmas music, popped the cork on a 
good wine, and I even laid out the good 
chocolates! (Mmmmmmmmmmmm....! 
love TURTLES!) From the moment my 
sister arrived, we began stuffing our 
faces. I had enough food to feed a 
Womonspace dance. With all the food, 
there was no room for us at the table, 
so we had a carpet picnic in front of the 
Christmas Tree. When it came to carving 
the turkey, I was so proud of myself that 
I insisted that my sister take a picture. 
2002 
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As I was carving, I couldn’t help but 
notice my sister snicker and turn away. 
It was at this time that my little sister 
informed me that I had purchased and 
then stuffed the biggest Butter-Ball 
CHICKEN she had ever seen! 

The rest of our night was filled with 
opening a few more bottles of wine, and 
playing board games. We laughed and 
giggled. And when we both started to 
think about not being home for the 
holidays, we did what sisters do best, 
and picked each other’s spirits up (eg. 
another bottle of wine). My sister has 
since become one of my best friends. She 
leans on my shoulders and always offers 
hers in return. She now has a wonderful 
family of her own, and my partner and 
I look forward to making even more 
Christmas memories with them.¥ 


It's a Good Thing... 


by Valda Roberts 


@y partner is “Bah Humbug” but 
| I’m the ultimate Martha Stewart. 
I deck the halls in my gay 


apparel and fa la la la la all over the 
neighbourhood. I wish all WS readers a 
Happy Freakin’ Ho Ho Holidays and a 
3iw 


Fabulous 20( 


Valda 
Roberts, 
Volunteer 
Coordinator 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 


by a lesbian. 
Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888.WYM.WARE 


WWW. WOomynswWware.com 
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Ho-Ho-Ho! 


by Jaimie Clements 


hen we were younger, it was 
} about the lights, the tree, the 
presents, and of the magic of 
Santa—cookies and milk set out before 
we all reluctantly trotted off to bed. The 
splendor of Christmas erupted at the sound 
of my Dad belting out a huge “HO HO 
HO Merry Christmas!” before the crack 
of dawn, only because none of us could 
wait any longer. I’m sure if my parents 
had it their way, it would have been 
much later, but who’s gonna stop five 
excited kids? 

We'd all dash to the living room and 
take our spot by our stockings, and anx- 
iously wait for Mom and Dad to give 
us the okay to start digging in. And that 


we did. Mom would take the role of 
Santa under the tree, and begin to hand 
out the presents. After that ordeal was 
done, the rest of the morning was spent 
marvelling at our new toys, as Mom 
would slave away in the kitchen preparing 
an amazing feast for the evening. When 
[ think back, I really don’t know what 
my Dad did during that time. Oh well, 
I’m sure he was there somewhere. 

As we grew older, things slowly began 
to change. We still carry the same tradi- 
tions with the lights and the tree, but 
now in place of the milk and cookies 1s 
Mom?’s Christmas Village collection. We'll 
all stay up way past the time Santa used 
to make his rounds, and my two older 
sisters, Carey and Paula, will play Santa 
for Mom and Dad, and fill their stock- 
ings. Somehow we manage to be up 
earlier than before, but now as soon as 
we are done with the presents, most of 
us head back to bed for the rest of the 
morning. For me, that usually carries 
into the afternoon. Carey has now 
acquired the spot of Santa, and we abide 
to her order of handing out the presents. 


Se = 
Jaimie Clements, Secretary 
She’s a teacher—she likes control. No 
offense to any teachers! 

Now things have changed again. With 
all of us (except my youngest brother 
Michael) spread out across the country, 
living our own lives, coming home for 
Christmas has taken on a new meaning. 
It’s no longer about the spectacle, but 
now about the family. And when one of us 
is missing due to their spouse’s family 
commitments, something just doesn’t 
seem quite right, in the same way that it 
doesn’t seem right when Christmas comes 
and there isn’t any snow on the ground. 

For the past two years all eleven of us 
(in-laws and a nephew) haven’t been able 
to gather under the same roof to wake to 
the “HO HO HO!” of Dad. I realize 
that our family is growing to the point 
where we each have two families to 
visit at Christmas, yet I still find it hard 
to let go of our younger years. But I 
know that time will come again. When 
my partner, our children, and I celebrate 
our own Christmas, I’ll relive my child- 
hood delight through their eyes. Itll be 
a different kind of excitement, but it'll 
bring me back just the same. And 
though I won’t have that for awhile and 
am enjoying the time I have without 
kids of my own, I know someday it'll 
come. And ina way, I really can’t wait.¥ 
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Biche de Noél 


by Ginette Gibeault 


a love going home for Christmas. My 
J two sisters, my nephew, and I make 
the trek from far-flung parts of the 
country to the Laurentians, a skiing/ 
snowshoeing mecca where my Dad has 
a house in the woods. My absolute 
favorite part of the holidays is when 
my sisters and I get together in the sun- 
room after everyone else is in bed. We 
sit in a circle of matching IKEA chairs 
and talk and talk, and eat bags and 
bags of Lays BBQ chips. My health- 


conscious older sister has tried a few 


times to insist on a chip-free house 
during the holidays, but this is frankly 
unreasonable, so she is always overruled 
on this score! We also eat Christmas 
treats if there are any left that day. We 
usually have quite a wide selection of 
Christmas food, because we feel it’s 
only right that we should sample food 
both from my Dad’s French-Canadian 
traditions, as well as my Mom’s British 
ones. So, for a week, we stuff ourselves 
with tortiere, mincemeat pie, “bache de 
Noél” (That’s log cake, not a Christmas 
butch!) plum pudding with custard, 
and of course, the usual turkey with 
trimmings. These days our celebration 
of the day itself is pretty casual. We 
celebrate Christmas on whatever day 
everyone can get there, and _ there’s 
definitely no need to dress up for 
dinner—though we do at least shed the 
skiing clothes of that day’s outing! My 
flight has already been booked for this 
year’s get-together, and I’m hoping that, 
as usual, there’ll be plenty of feasting, ace 
snow, and chatting in the sunroom.¥ sa 
Ginette Gibeault, Membership Coordinator, 

with nephew Nicholas. 
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Ho-Ho-Homo! 
by Jenn Dahlen 
gam the one dressed like Santa in 
f the pic. The other two are my 
sisters, Shelley and Kylie. I 
picked this photo because it best 
depicts the real Jenn. With my sis- 
ters, when we were kids, we always 
made the best of what we had. Even 
if it meant wearing your sister’s 
pyjama bottoms on your head, and 
a sock around your chin to look like 
Santa—as long as we were laughing 
and having fun. And I’m still the 
same crazy ol’ Jenn... fifteen years 
later! I’m really looking forward to 
volunteering with Womonspace this 
year! | had the opportunity to golf 
in the WS Tournament last year... 
and even though my group won the 
award for worst score... had the 
best time!! There are SO many 
lesbians out there that you just don’t 
see at the bar, or wherever else. The 
special activities and dances, I have 
discovered, are a great place to meet 
new friends, and have good, clean 
fun! I look forward to seeing lots of 
new faces at our dances in the new 
year. If you have yet to take in a 
Womonspace dance or special event, 
I encourage you to do so ASAP! 
Merry Christmas everybody, and 
see you at Womonspace Glitz and 
Glamour Dance! Cheers! ¥ 


Jenn Dahlen (bearded), 
Activities Coordinator 


letter to 


Dear Carol, 
Enclosed please find cheque #193. This represents 
the return of your full damage deposit for your 
September 21, 2002 rental at our hall. As always, 
it is a great pleasure to serve you and your guests. 
We sincerely appreciate the respectful manner in 
which you conduct your functions here at the 
League. Further, it is always a pleasure to work 
with you. Take care. 
—Sincerely, Darlene Sand, Office Manager, Alberta 
Avenue Community League 


womonspace december 2002 


< . -20n call 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 
RENOVATION, REPAIRS 


Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 
Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 
convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 


Jackie Yurko B.Sc. N.D. 


Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 


6523-111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 
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Select Framing Ine. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com 
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Goodbye Year of The Horse 


by Joan White Calf 

alloween was a runaway, so 

Christmas has been cancelled. The 

spirits are still having a blast with 
us all, and we offer condolences to all 
you poor bastards who are getting bit 
in the ass by the Christmas machine. 
Have faith though, there is a move- 
ment afoot to abolish it forever. 

It’s an ongoing battle, and the latest 
development started last year about 
this time with the replacement of the 
word “Christmas” with another word 
that rhymes with “hunt”. Conversations 
about the holiday would go something 
like this: Have you done your _unt 
shopping yet? Are those your _unt 
presents? What did you get for _unt 
this year? I’m going away for _unt for 
a couple of weeks. Merry _unt! You 
have a nice _unt, eh? I'll see you next 
year for _unt. Taking back the “c” word 
has really been a turning point for this 


chick. And just wait till you see the 
greeting cards! I'll be wearing the ol 
walkman pretty much 24/7 for the 
next month, since really bad music 
force-fed over any and all available 
sound systems could still do me in. The 
holiday part of “The Holidays” is 
okay, though. “Stat holiday” has a nice 
ca-ching-ca-ching cash register kind of 
ring to it. As a worker drone, I’ve 
always felt joyous excelsior over not 
showing up for work and getting paid 
anyway. That’s just damn righteous. 
But it is with some sadness I bid adieu 
to the year of the horse, and I would 
ask you to join me in a moment of 
equine ecstasy. Picture one of those 
baby Clydesdales and think of being 
nostril to nostril with it. That soft, 
pink, sweet-smelling big nose with its 
milky baby breath is to die for. Happy 
Lesbian Holidays! ¥ 
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We're not talking about the Girl Guide 
outfit you once wore... we're talkin’ 
finely polished leather boots and crisply 

_ ironed shirts worn proudly. We're talkin’ 
interesting uniform accoutrements and 
other cool stuff, like, maybe a baton, a 
taser, pilot wings, postal bags, a clarinet, 
a Dalmatian, a horse, or what have you! 
Okay, you can send us those Photos of 
you in that Girl Guide uniform—but 
don’t forget to include some cookies! 
Do you know a woman in uniform? Do 
you fantasize about women in uniform? 
It’s all good, and January can be a long, 
boring, cold month! Send ANYTHING 
under 500 words by December 10th to 
womonspace@hotmail.com 

That's an order, if that helps... 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 


WOMOnSpace december 2002 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


leather, latex, pvc, 
gothic, punk, fetish 
toys, books, mags, 
shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


9652 JASPER AVE, 
EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 


. 426 - 8TH AVE. S.E. 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 


Community news 


se 


The Orlando 
Bookstore 


by Betty Kellner 


shat did Orlando Books mean 
to me? Lots! Having only been 
out to myself for just over 
three years, Orlando Books has been a 
wonderful place for me to connect with 
the lesbian literary world. Having been 
a reader since I was young enough to be 
excited about going to the bookmobile 
on my own, I was delighted to have a 
place I could go and spend however long 
I wanted—browsing the Rita Mae Brown 
books or learning of other writers like 
Jane Rule or J.D. Redmann. Oh yes, 
often one of the erotica books would be 
part of my purchases! While I have been 
a card-carrying library holder for over 
40 years, I didn’t feel as comfortable 
going to the library to explore this new 
path of my life. From the first time | 
walked into Orlando Books, I felt safe 
and welcomed. While I was in the 
throws of my first love experience, (Oh 
my gawd! The stories I could tell about 
THAT!) I scurried down to Orlando 
300ks and bought Permanent Partners, 
Building Gay and Lesbian Relationships 
That Last by Betty Berzon. When that 
relationship (and with the clarity of hind- 
sight, I use that word very loosely) moved 
to the stage where I was going to Toronto 
over Christmas to meet Her, I wanted 
to be prepared. Not having anyone that 
1 could practice on, again I scurried 
down to Orlando Books and picked up 
a copy of The Whole Lesbian Sex Book. 
What can I say? This book was the 
cheapest part of my learning about 


cyber-relationships. While not a frequent 
Bloomsbury Room attendee, there were 
a few times I went, and have some good 


memories. I remember one occasion when 
Michael Phair was MC and wore some 
poofy fairy type of outfit! Absolutely 
hilarious! It was the same evening that 
Darrin Hagen read a selection from his 
book about growing up in Rocky 
Mountain House. Poignant, yet very 
lively. Another was when Jocelyn Brown, 
a former colleague of mine, celebrated 
the launch of her novel My One Good 
Outfit. | recall thinking how wonderful 
it was that through Jackie’s innovation 
of the Bloomsbury Room, up-and-coming 
novelist/poets had a place to flex their 
wings and soar. In 2001, my employer 
recognized my 20 years of working for 
them by offering me a $100 gift certifi- 
cate to any place of my choice. Without 
hesitation I said, “Orlando Books.” 

I was stunned one morning recently 
when I opened The Edmonton Journal, 
and on the front of Section B was a pic- 
ture of Jackie, and an article explaining 
Orlando Books was closing, in part, 
due to the chain bookstores. Orlando 
Books not ever to open its doors again? 
Hey, wait a minute! I was just there a 
week or so ago! Damn it!!! While I 
barely know Jackie, if what I feel is 
even an ounce of how she feels, she 
must be heartbroken. The closing of 
Orlando Books is, plain and simple, a 
tragedy to Edmonton’s literary scene.¥ 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. (all 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 
a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 or 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Qut at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. Call Paul at the 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 


athletics 

Curling League Fridays at Shamrock Curling Club. 
No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pm and 
Thursdays 8:30 pM at Bonnie Doon Pool. 
Tuesdays 8:30 pM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 
454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays 4:45 pm. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 
Women's Slowpitch Season runs May-Sept. $30 
fee includes end of season party. Still open to 
drop-ins. Mixed group. For info call Tina at 
423-9925 or fixitina@hotmail.com 
churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 
at 987-4974, or email jonrach@ msn.com 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 pM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 

Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
Icedmonton@lcna.org 
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McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974, 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE A focus group Set up to consider issues in 


relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or wellsk@icrossroads.com 
hangouts for lesbians 
The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; The Roost: 
10345-104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249- 
107 St; Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 
leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before pm the Fri 


before to ensure your reservation. 


(lassi Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 
Edmonton Women Social group for movies and 
dessert. Contact Tracy at 619-9723 or avery66 
@aol.com for details. 
Liatris Society Ga rdening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 pM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 
Open Door Club Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends. 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 
OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pm, Athabasca Hall. 


outreach@ualberta.ca 
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support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
the month, 7:30 pM. Contact 488-3234 or 
488-0564 ext 1. 

Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third 


Monday of the month, varioius locations. 


Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second Tuesday 
of the month 7:30 PM at Orlando Books. 
Call Bill 422-6207. 

Equal= Alberta For equal treatment of all Albertans. 
Call 488-3234 or wqualalberta@ hotmail.com 
GLE Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library. 
M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 PM, and 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. 
Call 488-3234 or glece@compusmart. ab.ca, 
9912-106 St. 

(ARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 

Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


classifieds 


(lassified ad deadline is ¢ pM on December roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $5 to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 
accommodations 


Romantic spa tub weekends at the Two Spirit 
Guest Ranch and Retreat near Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Call 1-866-731-2200 (toll free) 
or visit www.twospiritguestranchandretreat.com 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 


AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

seef the way it should taste! Extra lean ground 
Alberta beef. For more info or to order call 
Bernice 450-5228 or kadatz@arc.ab.ca 


Are you a woman in uniform or you know 
women in uniform? Womonspace is looking 
to profile uniformed dykes in the upcoming 
Jan issue, Contact womonspace@hotmail.com 
EAGALE Canada is accepting proposals for 
workshops at the Montreal conference in 
May 03. Call 1-888-204-7777 for details. 


health. First Monday of the month 7 PM 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month 7:30 PM. 
Info: 488-3234. 

Women’s Coming Out Group GLCCE, every Monday. 
Call Tamsin 488-0564, ext 1. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE, email yuyedm@hotmail.com, or 
visit yuyouth@tripod.com 


radio 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

Sonic Sisters. Women’s music hosted by Cort 
Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 PM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting 
Circle. Call Debra at 436-8415 for details. 


announcements 
Are you looking for gay and lesbian employ- 
ees? Check www.gaywork.com 


Visit www.physhnet.com for your catch to 
women loving women. 

Thanks to the retired Amazing Saltini for her con- 
tribution to the newsletter this past year via the 
Homoscopes. We will maintain your anonymity, 
and never divulge your last name is Cooper! 
Is drinking a problem? A.A. can help! 424- 
5900. Drugs a problem? Cocaine Anonymous 
can help! 425-2715 

messages 

L: More IS better! Me 


KAK: I'm the suckiest suck that ever sucked! :) | 


To H: Get outta my dreams, and into my 


car...! Kareokee Krazy 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 

I find myself single for the holidays for 
the first time in a long time. I’m usually 
pretty festive, but this year don’t really 
feel into it. Is there anything I can do? 

Signed, Me-So-Hungry-Cookie Monster 
Dear MSHCM, 
The holidays can be a difficult time for 
anyone, whether you’re blissfully engorged 
with the new love of your life, or you’re 
looking for that perfect Holiday Lean 
Cuisine for one. The important thing to 
remember is that you are not alone, and 
there are people out there with WAY worse 
problems! Dr. Dyke has learned (yes, OF 

COURSE, the painful way!) that it’s not 
the worst possible thing to be single! 
C’mon—of all the coupled lesbians you 
know, how many are really happy any- 
way? There are many advantages to riding 
that one-horse open sleigh! You don’t 
have to lavish anyone with expensive gifts 
but yourself; no one’s going to see you 
naked, so you don’t have to watch what 
you eat for the week-long holiday feast; 
and you don’t have to meet her’ nutty 
parents or put in token holiday time with 
them—taking away from your Bailey’s 
quality time! If you’re not feeling overly 
festive, trust Dr. Dyke, it’ll come back. 
Take a break from your usual holiday 
routine—instead of getting that 8-foot 
real Scotch Pine Christmas tree, opt for 
the 2-foot Charlie Brown tree, perhaps 
decorated with assorted feminine hygiene 

products. If you normally make a lot of 

Christmas goodies, don’t go for the usual— 

instead of baking your trademark Happy 

Holiday Gingerbread-dyke cookies, break 

some of their arms and legs off, and do 

the Got Hit By Some Drunk Jackass 

Leaving The Office Christmas Party 

Early With His Secretary cookies. In the 

end, do things that you like, and take 
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joy in the little things in 
life—like sleep and those 
yummy little oranges! As 
for NYE, do what Dr. Dyke 
has done for the past ten 
years—hide in your basement 
with Chinese food, some great 
movies, and some friends who won'’t insist 
on kissing you! The only thing worse 
than not having someone hot to kiss in 
public at midnight, is going solo and 
getting kissed by all the wrong people! 
[Ed note: Don’t do what Dr. Dyke does! 
Go to the Womonspace New Year’s Eve 
Glitz and Glamour Dance!] 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
The woman I’m dating (a rancherlearthy 
type) ts perfect for me in every way, 
except that she’s really into deer hunting. 
I'm having issues with her rifle collec- 
tion. Does anyone else have this problem? 
Signed, Chicken-Dance-Elmo 
Dear CDE, 
Hey, some people really look good in 
that shade of hunter orange! And for 
value in entertainment, nuthin’ comes 
close to shootin’ stuff! You can’t com- 
pete with that, and you can’t mock it! 
(After all, just how many firearms does 
she have access to?) Okay, so your gf 
blows up Bambi—there really, REALLY 
are worse things! Just don’t eat the chili 
she brings to potlucks, and discourage 
her from talking in public about her wall 
of fame, where she proudly displays her 
kills. Does anyone else have this prob- 
lem? Ah, no, probably not. 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 


Send your questions to the 


relationship/life/sex/home improvement 
dyke expert! 
Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 
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prizes and ete py 


advance tick is $15 ~ at the door $ 1 7 


Cn Pay $15 at door). 


“december 31. 2002 
dance starts at 9 po 
includes midnight buffet and 


champagne roast 


alberta avenue hail 


9210 - 118 avenue 
semi formal - ~ featuring a? annie 
call 482. 1794 for tickets and information 


or visit www. gey yeanada com/womonspace/ 


